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ALTMETRICS

• Alternative scholarly impact metrics (vs. bibliometrics)
• Focus on social media, download counts, blog mentions etc.
• Altmetrics are one way of measuring the immediate impact of

a publication (vs. citations taking time to appear)
• Emphasis on societal impact (vs. academic impact)
• Catches new forms and routes of scholarly communication
à A lot of potential, but still work-in-progress…
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* Section includes slides from me and my
colleague Susanna Nykyri´s LIBER 2016
conference presentation



PLOS ALM COMPARISON OF USAGE, DOWNLOADS AND CITATIONS
in Jennifer Lin and Martin Fenner: Altmetrics in Evolution: Defining & Redefining the
Ontology of Article-Level Metrics. Information Standards Quarterly, Summer 2013, 25(2): 20-
26. http://dx.doi.org/10.3789/isqv25no2.2013.04
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PILOT PROJECT

2015: Spring
• Benchmarking

competiting altmetrics
platforms

• PlumX by EBSCO
Information Services chosen

• Internal testing and planning

2015: Autumn
• Pilot phase: volunteer

researchers from all four
campuses

• Limited number of
participants

• Focus on technical issues:
ensuring compatibility with
field specific databases

2016: Autumn+
• Expansion
• Participation remains

voluntary
• Integration with other library

services
• Looking into widening our

software portfolio (Kudos
and Altmetrics.com)
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• 172 participating researchers (6.10.2016)
• Currently tracking 19750 articles, 1080

reviews, 620 letters, 303 conference papers
and 351 books

• All data is on the open web:
https://plu.mx/helsinki
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Take a look at
social media (blue)
vs. citations (red)
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Note that this article
has received no
citations yet!
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And this has one
citation!



CHALLENGES

• Tracking articles is reliant on identifiers such as DOI´s, ISSN
numbers and ORCID profilesà Role of metadata

• These identifiers need to be included in the tweets etc. in order
for the system to pick them upà Communication culture

• Most researcher profiles were set up manually using publication
lists from PubMed, Scopus and our own research database
Tuhatà Labor intensive! (* might change soon)

• Ideally publication lists would need to be updated as fast as
possibleà Currently ORCID seems to be the most
convenient way for us to automate the process
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WHAT NEXT?

• Our experience: altmetrics seems to work best for fields that
already benefit from bibliometrics (especially life sciences)

• In these cases it is often a useful supplement to existing
traditional metricsà Not a replacement!

àWe are currently working on expanding to more fields, adding
researchers and widening our software portfolio (Kudos acquired,
Altmetrics.com under negotiation)
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TYÖPAJAN OHJELMA:

• Työpajassa ideoidaan mihin kirjaston tarjoamiin opetuksiin
altmetriikka voisi sisältyä. Käsiteltävät kysymykset:

• mitä altmetriikka tarkoittaa korkeakoulukirjastojen näkökulmasta?
• miten altmetriikka täydentää perinteistä bibliometriikkapalvelua?
• keitä ovat asiakkaat?
• altmetriikka avoimen tieteen asialla?
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